
75 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

April 2, 2020 

 

 The Chairman of the Franklin County Legislature, Donald 

Dabiew, called the meeting to order at 10:22 A.M. 

 

 Chairman Dabiew asked everyone to please stand for the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

 The Clerk of the Franklin County Legislature, Penny A. Premo, 

called the roll.  All Members were present by Webex, with all 

Districts represented. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that she had prepared the 

minutes from March 19, 2020 meeting.  Motion was made by Legislator 

Lauzon and seconded by Legislator Maroun to accept the Minutes as 

submitted.  All Members present voted in the affirmative.  Motion 

unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that the following resolution 

had been tabled at the March 19, 2020 Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 74 

 

Offered by Administrative Committee 

 

Relating to Authorization to Create & Fill a Senior Computer 

   Operator/Programmer Position, Data Processing 

 

 WHEREAS: The Director of Informational Services has advised 

the Administrative Committee that he is desirous of restructuring 

his department and by doing so he would like to create the position 

of a Senior Computer Operator/Programmer; and 

 

 WHEREAS: He further advised the Committee that this position 

would replace an existing Computer Operator/Programmer in order to 

allow the person in the new position to do work that would be 

otherwise out of title and to act as backup to the IT Director; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS: The existing Computer/Operator Programmer position 

would be abolished upon the incumbent passing their probation 

period; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Legislature hereby creates 

a Senior Computer Operator/Programmer Position, Competitive Class, 

Grade 14, Base Salary $49,341.00; and, be it 
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 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Director of Informational 

Services is hereby authorized to fill said position with monies to 

be taken from existing funds. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Maroun and seconded by 

Legislator Lauzon.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that the following resolution 

had been tabled at the March 19, 2020 Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 75 

 

Offered by Public Safety Committee 

 

Relating to Authorization to Create & Fill an Account Clerk  

   Position, Conflict Defender 

 

 WHEREAS: The Conflict Defender has advised the Public Safety 

Committee that upon the review of his office operations and staff 

that he is desirous of creating an Account Clerk position to meet 

the office demands for running financial accounts, as well as 

maintaining other office job duties; and 

 

 WHEREAS: By having this position created it would allow for 

cross training in the office and said position would be able to 

fill in for other positions in the office as needed; NOW, 

THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Legislature hereby creates 

an Account Clerk Position, Competitive Class, Grade 4, Base Salary 

$29,537.00; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Conflict Defender is hereby 

authorized to fill said position with monies to be taken from 

existing funds. 

 

 Legislator Ellis requested that this Resolution be referred 

back to Committee.  Chairman Dabiew granted this request. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that the following resolution 

had been tabled at the March 19, 2020 Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 76 

 

Offered by Finance Committee 
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Relating to Authorization to Create & Fill a Temporary Senior 

   Account Clerk Position, Treasurer’s Office 

 

 WHEREAS: The County Treasurer has advised the Finance 

Committee that due to an employee being out on Family Medical Leave 

Act, the workload is falling behind and she is desirous of creating 

a Temporary Senior Account Clerk position (up to three months); 

and 

 

 WHEREAS: This Temporary Senior Account Clerk position will 

be abolished upon the return of the Senior Account Clerk from 

medical leave; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Legislature hereby creates 

a Temporary Senior Account Clerk Position (up to three months), 

Competitive Class, Grade 6, Base Salary $32,875; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the County Treasury is hereby 

authorized to fill said position with monies to be taken from 

existing funds. 

 

 Legislator Janisewski requested that this Resolution be 

referred back to Committee.  Chairman Dabiew granted this request. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that the following resolution 

had been tabled at the March 19, 2020 Meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 77 

 

Offered by Human Resources Committee 

 

Relating to Authorization to Create & Fill Positions, Social  

   Services 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Commissioner of Social Services has advised the 

Human Resources Committee that she has had a few employees resign 

and she is desirous of restructuring her department to better fit 

its needs; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature hereby 

creates the following positions: 

 

(1) Community Services Aide, Non-Competitive Class, Grade 2, Base 

Salary $26,535 
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(1) Paralegal Specialist, Competitive Class, Grade 12, Base Salary 

$45,333 

 

and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a Case Services Aide vacant position 

and a Casework Supervisor vacant position be abolished; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:   That the Commissioner of Social Services 

is hereby authorized to fill said positions with monies to be taken 

from existing funds. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Dumas and seconded by Legislator 

Ellis.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  Resolution 

unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 83 

 

Offered by Public Works & Services Committee 

 

Relating to Authorization to Accept Lowest Responsible Bid 

   For County Route 42 Bridge Over West Branch Of  

   Deer Creek (PIN 7753.73) 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Highway Superintendent advised 

the Public Works & Services Committee that bids were received and 

opened for the replacement of the County Route 42 Bridge over the 

West Branch of Deer Creek; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The engineering firm of Barton & Loguidice is 

recommending the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder, Frank 

J. Danko Construction Corp.; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the County Highway Superintendent is hereby 

authorized to accept the bid of Frank J. Danko Construction Corp., 

regarding Contract No. 1 – construction of County Route 42 Bridge 

over West Branch of Deer Creek 7753.73; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That said project shall not exceed the sum 

of $1,254,875.00. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Ellis.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 84  

 

Offered by Public Works & Services Committee 

 

Relating to Authorizing the Implementation and Funding of the 

   Cost of 100% of the Cost of a Transportation  

   Project, Which May be Eligible For Federal-Aid  

   and/or State-Aid, or Reimbursement From Bridge NY 

   Funds 

 

 WHEREAS: A Project for the County Route 42 (Merrick Road) 

over West Branch Deer Creek P.I.N. 7753.73  (the “Project") is 

eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that 

calls for the apportionment of the costs such program to be borne 

at the ratio of 95% Federal funds and 5% non-federal funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS: The County of Franklin desires to advance the Project 

by making a commitment of 100% of the costs of the work for the 

Project or portions thereof; NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT  

 

 RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature duly convened 

does hereby approves the above-subject Project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature 

hereby authorizes that the County shall be responsible to pay 100% 

of the cost of Construction work for the Project or portions 

thereof, with the understanding that qualified costs may be 

eligible for federal-aid, state-aid, or reimbursement from Bridge 

NY funds; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the sum of $967,051.00 is hereby 

appropriated by the Franklin County Legislature and made available 

to cover the cost of participation in the above phase of the 

Project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature 

hereby agrees that the County of Franklin shall be responsible for 

all costs of the Project which exceed the amount of federal-aid, 

state-aid, or NY Bridge funding awarded to the County of Franklin; 

and, be it  

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That in the event the Project costs not 

covered by federal-aid, state-aid, or NY Bridge funding exceed the 

amount appropriated above, the Franklin County Legislature shall 

convene as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount 

immediately upon the notification by the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent thereof; and, be it 
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 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature 

hereby agrees that construction of the Project shall begin no later 

than twenty-four (24) months after award and the construction phase 

of the Project shall be completed within thirty (30) months; and, 

be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent be and is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of 

the County of Franklin all necessary agreements, certifications or 

reimbursement requests for federal-aid and/or state-aid with the 

New York State Department of Transportation in connection with the 

advancement or approval of the Project and providing for the 

administration of the Project and the County of Franklin’s funding 

of Project costs and permanent funding of the local share of 

federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project costs and all Project 

costs within appropriations therefore that are not so eligible; 

and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a certified copy of this resolution 

be filed with the New York State Commissioner of Transportation by 

attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the 

Project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  This Resolution shall take effect 

immediately. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Ellis.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 85 

 

Offered by Public Works & Services Committee 

 

Relating to Authorizing the Implementation and Funding in the 

   First Instance 100% of the Federal-Aid and State  

   “Marchiselli” Program-Aid Eligible Cost of a  

   Transportation Federal-Aid Project, and   

   Appropriating Funds Therefore 

 

 WHEREAS: A Project for the County Route 42 (Merrick Road) 

over West Branch Deer Creek P.I.N. 7753.73  (the Project") is 

eligible for funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that 

calls for the apportionment of the costs such program to be borne 

at the ratio of 80% Federal funds and 20% non-federal funds; and 
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 WHEREAS:  The County of Franklin desires to advance the 

Project by making a commitment of 100% of the non-federal share of 

the costs; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the County of Franklin duly convened does 

hereby approves the above-subject project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Legislature hereby 

authorizes the County of Franklin to pay in the first instance 

100% of the federal and non-federal share of the cost of Design, 

ROW and Construction work for the Project or portions thereof; 

and, be it  

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the sum of $762,000.00 is hereby 

appropriated by the Franklin County Board of Legislature and made 

available to cover the cost of participation in the above phase of 

the Project; and, be it  

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That in the event the full federal and 

non-federal share costs of the project exceeds the amount 

appropriated above, the Franklin County Legislature shall convene 

as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount immediately 

upon the notification by the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent thereof, and, be it  

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent be and is hereby authorized to execute all necessary 

Agreements, certifications or reimbursement requests for Federal 

Aid and/or Marchiselli Aid on behalf of the County of Franklin 

with the New York State Department of Transportation in connection 

with the advancement or approval of the Project and providing for 

the administration of the Project and the municipality's first 

instance funding of project costs and permanent funding of the 

local share of federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project costs 

and all Project costs within appropriations therefore that are not 

so eligible; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a certified copy of this resolution 

be filed with the New York State Commissioner of Transportation by 

attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the 

Project; and, be it   

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  This Resolution shall take effect 

immediately. 
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 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Ellis.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 86 

 

Offered by Public Works & Services Committee 

 

Relating to Authorizing the Implementation and Funding of the 

   Cost of 100% of the Costs of a Transportation 

   Project, Which May be Eligible for Federal-Aid 

   and/or State-Aid, or Reimbursement From Bridge NY 

   Funds 

 

 WHEREAS:  A project for the County Route 28 (Town Line Road) 

over Trout River P.I.N.7753.81  (the Project") is eligible for 

funding under Title 23 U.S. Code, as amended, that calls for the 

apportionment of the costs such program to be borne at the ratio 

of 95% Federal funds and 5% non-federal funds; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The County of Franklin desires to advance the 

Project by making a commitment of 100% of the costs of the work 

for the Project or portions thereof; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature duly convened 

does hereby approves the above-subject Project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Board of 

Legislature hereby authorizes the County of Franklin to pay 100% 

of the cost of Final Design work for the Project or portions 

thereof, with the understanding that qualified costs may be 

eligible for federal-aid, state-aid, or reimbursement from Bridge 

NY funds; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the sum of $230,000 is hereby 

appropriated by the Franklin County Legislature and made available 

to cover the cost of participation in the above phase of the 

Project; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Legislature hereby 

agrees that the County of Franklin shall be responsible for all 

costs of the Project which exceed the amount of federal-aid, state-

aid, or NY Bridge funding awarded to the County of Franklin; and, 

be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That in the event the Project costs not 

covered by federal-aid, state-aid, or NY Bridge funding exceed the 
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amount appropriated above, the Franklin County Legislature shall 

convene as soon as possible to appropriate said excess amount 

immediately upon the notification by the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent thereof; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That Franklin County Legislature hereby 

agrees that construction of the Project shall begin no later than 

twenty-four (24) months after award and the construction phase of 

the Project shall be completed within thirty (30) months; and, be 

it    

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Franklin County Highway 

Superintendent be and is hereby authorized to execute on behalf of 

the County of Franklin all necessary agreements, certifications or 

reimbursement requests for federal-aid and/or state-aid with the 

New York State Department of Transportation in connection with the 

advancement or approval of the Project and providing for the 

administration of the Project and the County of Franklin’s funding 

of Project costs and permanent funding of the local share of 

federal-aid and state-aid eligible Project costs and all Project 

costs within appropriations therefore that are not so eligible; 

and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a certified copy of this resolution 

be filed with the New York State Commissioner of Transportation by 

attaching it to any necessary Agreement in connection with the 

Project; and, be it   

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED: This Resolution shall take effect 

immediately. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Janisewski.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised the Board that the following Resolution 

didn’t meet the time requirement, so therefore, needed to be 

offered without objection.  There were no objections. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 87 

 

Offered by Public Works & Services Committee 

 

Relating to Authorization For Out-Of-Title Pay, Building 

   Department 
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 WHEREAS:  The Superintendent of Buildings & Grounds has 

advised the Public Works & Services Committee of his retirement 

effective April 18, 2020; and 

 

 WHEREAS: In the absence of the Superintendent of Buildings & 

Grounds, Randy Barney, Building Maintenance Foreman, will be 

assuming the duties of Superintendent of Building & Grounds 

position; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That Franklin County Legislature hereby approves 

Randy Barney, Building Maintenance Foreman, out-of-title pay at 

the rate of $10.00 additional to his current rate per hour for all 

hours while assuming the duties of Superintendent of Building & 

Grounds position, effective April 6, 2020; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That Randy Barney will receive this out-

of-title pay until the position of Superintendent of Buildings & 

Grounds is filled. 

  

 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Dumas.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised everyone that the following Resolution 

would be offered from the floor without objection.  There were no 

objections. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 88 

 

Offered by Administrative Committee 

 

Relating to: Authorizing Franklin County Coroner and Franklin  

   County Manager to Enter Into a Memorandum Of 

   Understanding With the Burke Volunteer Fire   

   Department For the Use of a Mobile Refrigeration 

   Unit 

 

 WHEREAS:   The Franklin County Coroner’s Office has advised 

the Franklin County Legislature of the need to secure the use of 

a temporary mobile refrigeration unit to be used at the Alice Hyde 

Medical Center relating to the COVID-19 pandemic and State of 

Emergency currently in effect; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Coroner had advised the Franklin 

County Legislature that the Burke Volunteer Fire Department has a 

mobile refrigeration unit that they would loan to the County at no 

cost due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
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 WHERERAS:  The Franklin County Coroner has requested from the 

Franklin County Legislature that he be granted the authority to 

enter into a MOU with the Burke Volunteer Fire Department for the 

temporary use of the mobile refrigeration unit to be used during 

the current COVID-19 State of Emergency; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Emergency Preparedness  

Department has advised the County Manager that any cost associated 

with the use and operation of the temporary mobile refrigeration 

unit is eligible for FEMA reimbursements due to the COVID-19 

outbreak; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature does hereby 

authorize the Franklin County Coroner’s Office and Franklin County 

Manager to enter into a MOU of understanding with the Burke 

Volunteer Fire Department for the use of the mobile refrigeration 

unit during the State of Emergency, as a result of, the COVID-19 

outbreak; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Manager, 

Coroner’s Office and Emergency Preparedness Office are hereby 

authorize to execute any documents necessary to obtain FEMA 

reimbursements to the County for expenses occurred in the use of 

the temporary mobile refrigeration unit. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Ellis and seconded by Legislator 

Lauzon.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  Resolution 

unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised everyone that the following Resolution 

would be offered from the floor without objection.  There were no 

objections. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 89 

 

Offered by Administrative Committee 

 

Relating to: Authorizing Franklin County Coroner and Franklin  

   County Manager to Enter Into a Memorandum Of 

   Understanding For the Use or Rental Agreement of a 

   Mobile Refrigeration Unit for the Southern End of 

   Franklin County 

 

 

 WHEREAS:   The Franklin County Coroner’s Office has advised 

the Franklin County Legislature of the need to secure the use of 
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a temporary mobile refrigeration unit to be used in the southern 

end of Franklin County at the Adirondack Medical Center, relating 

to the COVID-19 pandemic and State of Emergency currently in 

effect; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Coroner had advised the Franklin 

County Legislature that he is searching throughout the region and 

area for a mobile refrigeration unit that would be utilized as a 

temporary mobile refrigeration unit for temporary use at the 

Adirondack Medical Center due to COVID-19 pandemic; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Coroner has advised that Essex 

County and the Adirondack Medical Center are willing to contribute 

to the rental cost associated with securing a temporary 

refrigeration unit at the Adirondack Medical Center in Saranac 

Lake; and 

 

 

 WHERERAS:  The Franklin County Coroner has requested from the 

Franklin County Legislature that he be granted the authority to 

enter into a MOU or rental agreement with an approved vendor for 

the temporary use of a mobile refrigeration unit to be used during 

the current COVID-19 State of Emergency; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Emergency Preparedness  

Department has advised the County Manager that any cost associated 

with the use and operation of the temporary mobile refrigeration 

unit is eligible for FEMA reimbursements due to the COVID-19 

outbreak; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

 

 RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Legislature does hereby 

authorize the Franklin County Coroner’s Office and Franklin County 

Manager to enter into a MOU or rental agreement with an approved 

vendor for the use of a mobile refrigeration unit during the State 

of Emergency, as a result of, the COVID-19 outbreak; at a cost not 

to exceed $5,000 for Franklin County’s share of the  

rental/operational expense; and, be it 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED:  That the Franklin County Manager, 

Coroner’s Office and Emergency Preparedness Office are hereby 

authorize to execute any documents necessary to obtain FEMA 

reimbursements to the County for expenses occurred in the use of 

the temporary mobile refrigeration unit. 
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 Motion was made by Legislator Ellis and seconded by Legislator 

Lockwood.  All Members voted in the affirmative.  Resolution 

unanimously adopted. 

 

 Clerk Premo advised everyone that the following Resolution 

would be offered from the floor without objection.  There were no 

objections. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 90 

 

Offered by Finance Committee 

 

Relating to Extension of Time For the Collection of Real 

   Property Taxes Pursuant to Section 938, Waiver of 

   1% Penalties Due During the Months of April and 

   May 2020 and Extension of Time to Pay Penalty  

   Charges Due to the County for 2020 Real Property  

   Taxes   

 

 WHEREAS:  The County of Franklin is currently under a 

statewide and local State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 

pandemic; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, residents 

have been unable to be employed as usually due to the state and 

local requirements that individuals remain isolated at home; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Towns within the County have been collecting 

Real Property taxes due for Town and County Taxes for the Months 

of January, February and March 2020; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  Commencing April 1, 2020, the collection of Real 

Property taxes are turned over to the Franklin County Treasurer’s 

Office for collection with the imposition of 1% interest per month, 

as well as a 5% late penalty for nonpayment; and 

 

 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Treasurer has requested that 

the Franklin County Legislature authorizes pursuant to Real 

Property Tax Section 938 an extension of time to pay Real Property 

taxes for residents of Franklin County in the year 2020 until June 

1, 2020 with a waiver of the 1% interest fee for the months of 

April and May and the extension of the payment of the 5% penalty 

until June 1, 2020; and  
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 WHEREAS:  The Franklin County Legislature recognizes the 

significant financial impact of the COVID-19 upon tax payers and 

residents of Franklin County; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

  

 RESOLVED:  That pursuant to Real Property Tax Section 938 

(Extension of Time for Collection) the Franklin County Legislature 

does hereby authorize the Franklin County Treasurer to waive the 

1% interest charge on unpaid Franklin County Real Property Taxes 

for the year 2020, which are due and payable during the months of 

April 2020 and May 2020; and authorizes the Treasurer to extend 

the payment of the 5% penalty associated with nonpayment of 

Franklin County Real Property taxes incurred after April 1, 2020 

until June 1, 2020. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Janisewski and seconded by 

Legislator Maroun.  Chairman Dabiew requested that a roll call 

vote be taken.  Clerk Premo called the roll.  All Members voted in 

the affirmative.  Resolution unanimously adopted. 

 

 Motion was made by Legislator Lauzon and seconded by 

Legislator Ellis to adjourn.  All Members present voted in the 

affirmative.  Chairman Dabiew adjourned the meeting at 10:58 A.M. 

 

 

 


